Arlington Burial Still Denied Communist 
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A Federal judge here yester- 
day refused to order the burial 
of a war veteran and convicted 
Communist, Robert G. Thomp- 
son, in Arlington National 
Cemetery. 

“It would be abhorrent to 
many people,” said Judge 
Alexander Holtzoff, “that a 


mart convicted of conspiracy 
to overthrow our Government 
by torce and violence should 
be buried among our honored 
dead.” 

Lawrence Speiser, American 
Civil Liberties Union attorney 
representing Thompson’s wid- 
ow, retorted that the Ceme- 
tery has several Confederate 
veterans who fought to over- 
threw the Government during 
the Civil War. 

“Ah, yes,” answered Holtz- 


off. 


“But hasn’t that conflict 


often been referred to as the 
‘War between the States?’ ” 
would also remind you 
that a German prisoner of 
war is buried there, too,” 
Speiser said. 

Well, he was an honorable 
foe,” mused the 80-year-old 
judge. 

Thompson was an honor 
able soldier,” snapped Speiser. 

Yes, at one time,” Holtz- 
off said. 

Thompson, a welder who 
died at the age of 50 in Oc- 
tober, 1965, was a member of 
the Young Communist League 
during the 1930s, won the Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross for 
heroism during World War II 
in (the Pacific, was convicted 
under the anti-Communist 
Smith Act for conspiracy in 
1949 and later found in crimi- 
nal contempt when he failed 


to surrender himself to begin 
the three-year jail term for 
conspiracy. He was given a 
four-year sentence on the con- 
tempt charge. 

After the Army authorized 
Thompson’s burial in Arling- 
ton in late 1965, Rep. Charles 
E. Bennett (D-Fla.) objected. 

Within a week, according to 
Speiser, the burial was can- 
celed and Secretary of the 
Army Stanley Resor issued an 
amended regulation barring 
burial of persons convicted of 
offenses “involving subversive 
activity.” 

Claiming this was illegally 
aimed against Thompson, 
Speiser sued in court to com- 
pel the Army to grant a proper 
burial. 

Thompson, who died in 
Brooklyn, was cremated after 
his death. His ashes remain in 
a New York funeral home 
pending outcome of the itiga- 
tion. 

In arguments yesterday, 
Speiser also contended that 
Resor lacks congressional au- 
thority to narrow the class 
of persons — honorary dis- 
charged war veterans — whom 
Congress has specified for 
burial in national cemeteries. 

Asst. U.S. Attorney Joseph 
M. Hannon countered that 
Congress specifically enabled 
Resor to issue controlling reg- 


ulations in 1965, before Thomp- ; 
son’s death. Thompson is ex- ! 


eluded not only by the “sub-j 
versive activity” regulation, he j 
said, but also by another rule j 
excluding convicted felons sen- 
tenced to more than five years. 

Holtzoff said the Army reg- 
ulations seemed “valid.” Spe- 
iser said he will appeal. 
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